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Private Residence 
Haverford 
 
 
This late 1880’s estate 
caretaker’s house has a wing 
that houses the kitchen and a 
small family room. In the 
1980’s the wing was 
remodeled for a second 
floor, in a “French 
Provincial/Dutch gambrel” 
appearance. While the 
remodel was efficient for 
second floor layout and 
sidestepped a complex roof 
connection (the old house 
roof is large and low with 
the second floor tucked into 
it), it was unsympathetic to 
the character of the original 
building. 
 
The kitchen was also too small for a family, and there was no substantive living room or master 
bedroom suite, so we decided to add on across the front of the 1980’s wing. 

 
Building here gives the house a full formal front when one 
approaches up the drive, and has the benefit of covering the 
gambrel roof addition that was so out of character. Two small 
existing recessed windows in the gambrel roof were extended as 
dormers to further disguise this roof and to enhance its new role as 
a link between the main house and the new large addition. A 
variety of window sizes and types (including reuse of an existing 

picture/double hung combination unit) alleviates the strict symmetry and introduces a bit of 
playfulness to the façade. 
 
The addition also provides a full second 
floor area for a master suite, with a 
balconied loft space. The ground floor is 
a Great Room with a fireplace and 
connection to the outdoors though many 
windows and doors. The old kitchen was 
completely renovated and opened to the 
old family room to better suit the 
interaction of a young family. Both 
rooms open to the Great Room; the 
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kitchen through a small passageway to the side door with the view filtered by the stair 
banisters, and the family area through a decorative arched opening. The floor of the great 
room was dropped over a foot to give a higher ceiling and to allow connection to the 
dropping grade of the landscape. The room opens onto a covered patio/porch and pergola 
that adds to the visual formality of the front while giving the owners a place of restful 
retreat overlooking the garden. 

View from Great Room to the 
new side door and kitchen 

View from Great Room to the 
kitchen 

Master Bedroom Loft 
 


